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FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL — COMPLETION DATE 

679. Mr M.H. TAYLOR to the Minister for Health: 
Can the minister please update the house on the progress of the Liberal–National government’s efforts to deliver 
the new Fiona Stanley Hospital and on the history of this long-awaited and important project? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I thank the member for the question. It is interesting that we were earlier talking about issues to do with 
construction, construction costs and construction delays. I had cause just recently to reflect on a comparison 
between those opposite when they were in government and our government in respect of Princess Margaret 
Hospital for Children being replaced by the new Perth Children’s Hospital. It reminded me a little of what 
happened with Fiona Stanley Hospital. Who could forget, in the lead-up to the 2008 election, former Minister for 
Health Mr McGinty at the Fiona Stanley Hospital building site with the bulldozers, clearing a block and saying, 
“Here we go; this is it! Just before the election, we’re ready to start! We’re off!” Nevertheless, I was somewhat 
surprised after that election, after we had won government and I became Minister for Health, when I asked 
whether we were ready to start building and he said, “Well, no, not exactly; we’re not quite ready. We haven’t 
actually finished the design yet and we haven’t appointed anyone to start building, but it’s close!”  
I just want to put on the record of this house some of the history of the delays. In February 2005, the government 
of the day announced $420 million for 591 beds—a cost of about $700 000 a bed. At the time I said to the then 
minister that that was not the current international price for a bed, which was at least $1 million a bed. I said that 
the minister was way underfunding the cost of providing them. That was in February; lo and behold, by 
September things had changed a little. After the budget, the then government had decided that for an additional 
19 beds—610—it would now cost $742 million, so that was put into the budget. Instead of completion in 2010 
as had been promised in February 2005, it was now going to be completed in 2011. Therefore, over eight 
months, the date had been put back a year. Another year later, in December 2006, suddenly the cost had gone up 
again. I know that the Treasurer thinks I spent a lot of money — 
Mr T.R. Buswell: No, I know you do. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: — but by this time, it was $1.092 billion. It had gone up by something in the order of an 
extra $350 million for 643 beds. By this time, we had 23 extra beds. Again, the completion date was put back 
another year—out to 2012. What happened a year later? In December, it was suddenly $1.761 billion. We went 
from $420 million, $742 million, $1.092 billion and $1.761 billion for the same number of 643 beds. There was 
no bed number increase this time. What happened to the completion date? It was yet another year. In fact, it had 
not only gone out by one year this time, it had gone out by two at the end of 2014. We started in 2010, and just 
two years later it was 2013–14. This was a four-year blow-out in the completion date, going from $420 million 
to $1.761 billion.  

What have we done in that time? The hospital was due for completion in 2013, and here we are in 2013. At the 
end of this year, construction will be completed. Since we got into government, we have delivered exactly on the 
proposed time after four years of delay. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I do not want any more shouting during this question. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I will conclude by pointing out once again that the Labor Party had absolutely no skill 
whatsoever in planning, getting designs right, getting things done under the budget it was given, and getting 
completion times right. There was a four-year delay and a $1.3 million-plus blowout in cost. 
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